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per“Tyfoon”to Amoy
Tamsui, May 28th, 1860
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson, &Co. Gentlemen

I beg to inforn you that we left Takau on the 10th inst., anchoring
at Tywanfoo on the 13th to take Kim-mo-hop on board on the 14th at 5
PM. We anchored at the Pescardores blowing a heavy gale from NNE,
we sailed again on the 15th at 6 P.M. when it moderated and were off
Heangsan the camphor place at noon of the 17th, then blowing hard at
NNE with a heavy sea making that place a seashore which obliged me
to work up to Tamsui. We were off this port on the 18th & 19th,
blowing a heavy gale at North to NNE with thick weather and a high
sea running. On the 20th still blowing strong, it cleared up sufficiently
to make out the land and we anchored here at 11 A.M.. During the
whole of the bad weather the schooner behave a well ande we lost
nothing. She is a fine seaboat.

We found here the “John Bull” from Amoy loading rice. The Brig
“Taifoon” also from Amoy loading rice and the Barque “Ellen” from
Hongkong, “John Bull” for camphor and sulphur, on arrival I found
that the Chinese belonging to that vessel had settled for the 1,000 pecul
remaining of last year’s camphor in the hands of one of the mandarins
at $7.00 ppl of 85 catties,they were also trying to bribe the camphor
people to sell them some of the new but have not succeeded.
Kim-mo-hop put a stop to them. They have only 100 pls of the
camphor as yet. The “Ellen” had 13 chs. of New Patna which they had
to part with at § 800 per chest against the camphor.

Kim-mo-hop is now at Heangsan and the camphor is in Chinese

boats ready to come up with the first fine weather in all about 2200
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peculs and I hope to get away in two or three days touching at Takao
on my way south.

The Brigs “Matilde” & “Siam” also schooner “Amoy Trader”
arrived from Amoy on the 24th inst.. The latter vessel was 5 days out.
Several Junks and lorchas also arrived same date for rice cargoes. One
of the lorchas flying Dent & Co.’s flag on the 27th.

We have a heavy gale at last evening to S.E. and South. The bar
fell to 29.40. No damage was done to the junks in shipping. Since then
the weather has become unsettled with much rain.

The Chinese here say that Tuksin, Capn. Brown’s schroff is
making arrangements to build a godown for Messrs. Dent & Co..
Messrs. Dent & Co. are also trying to purchase a piece of ground for
building another through Chinese. It is also reported that some part at
Amoy has purchased the the old Dutch Tower or Fort for that purpose.
It is a building about 50 feet thick built of red brick & cement. It is
divided into 4 rooms inside with arched roof. The brick are still good
and would be sufficient to build a large house if taken down carefully.
It does not appear to have been saleable ages. There is a cave on
beneath the floor with a subterranean pass which the Chinese say lead
to the sea but it now choked up. The building is about 150 yards and by
far the best spot for building purposed as it below the form with 3
fathoms water within 20 yards of the beach.

I spoke with Captain Wachtendorff while at Takao about his
vessel’s charter and he refused to make any reduction while he said he
was willing to remain six months longer on the same term as before.

I am Gentleman
Your obedient servant

Tho. Sullivan

Y5~ #IF1 (Robert Swinhoe ) » ( ErffF %TF:TH ) " Notes on the Island of
Formosa", in Journal of Royal Geographical Society,vol 34, P6~18 >
https://archive.org/stream/jstor-1798463/1798463#page/n0/mode/1u

49



p [ 2 ghi sl AT 1864 5 o [TEIAIT 1858 & 6 £| » I'] 25 il
B SEHPC RWPUE IR R Y PR TR VT g
e rgRatt o e S EE 3"33"5%’?%%?#&&*? Jr%fd o NI

As I had visited that port twice before, and was well acquainted with
its want of harbour accommodations, I had no hope of succeeding in
converting it into a centre of British trade. We failed to enter
Taiwanfoo by sea, on our arrival off the port ; and as it was absolutely
necessary that I should make some stay in the capital to inaugurate
British trade under the new and legal regime, I determined to
disembark on the coast and march thither overland....Lieut. Holder, of
the gunboat Cockchafer, examined again and again the three entrances
by way of river to the city, but in vain. His final verdict was, that no
European vessel of the smallest burthen could enter and lie with safety
in the so- called port of Taiwan. I was therefore reluctantly obliged to
give up all hopes of ever establishing a port of trade at the capital of
Formosa....

The Tamsuy River, which was destined to become the British port of
trade, discharges itself into the sea on the north-west coast of Formosa,
over a bar, giving 16 feet of water at high tide. From its proximity to
Foochow it has long been the highway between the Formosan and the
provincial capital. The Ta-tun Mountains on its north bank, and the
Lo-han Mountains on the south bank, both near its mouth, afford
excellent landmarks to the entry of the river ; and the narrow gorge, 6
miles further inland, where the river contracts, well defines the limits
of the harbour, in which a good many ships of moderate burthen can
procure safe anchorage. A sandbank, laid bare at low tides, runs east
and west through the harbour, and unfortunately narrows its limits....

The places of Formosa, from which we had to select a port for
British trade, are the following, in order of sequence from south to
north : (1) Ape's Hill ; (2) Taiwanfoo ; (3) Hia-hoo River, Kia-e
district ; (4) Sookean River ; (5) Woo-tse River ; (6) Teek-tsan, or
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Choo-tsan ; (7) Tamsuy ; and (8) Kelung. Of these the 1st, 7th, and 8th
alone were available for British shipping ; and I recommended that, as
Europeans had already commenced trade with Taiwanfoo, through
Ape's Hill, that that should be considered the port of the capital under a
consular authority, and that Tamsuy and Kelung should be also thrown
open under the superintendence of a vice-consul, and that both these
authorities should be responsible either to a consul residing in the
capital of Formosa or to one at the nearest port of China. But it was
considered that

Formosan trade was as yet too small to warrant so large an
establishment ; and as Tamsuy was the most promising port, and at the
same time the nearest to China, it was decided to make a beginning

there.

R 6~ HE F (1860) JFIfIE N HEHA B (R ETEGS) (T
SR AR IS I LR B R Y 7 B > F1 349) @

TY RS R AL A H ERER R AR TN

TR RIS AR Sk Lk F Y s T g 2

AR T ’—,‘i"i%—l%”‘}g}m‘-@/ﬁt‘i/é

X1

IREINT: PARET S -3
HIB G p A B2m RS x2RF R AARAAARRBD L
Boe o OpRd F ek 20> 1860 & 10 ] 25 Flee"fhiZr#8)

YRR FA A (1860 12 71 8 [1) TIE F
VP CHPAP AT LR B9t AR ARCR S B s
T/ | IR 1 01 7 BRSE : 01-15-009-01-027) -
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