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The History of Tamsui Port: from early Tamsui port to Hobe
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The vicissitudes of history could be understood by the
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changes of the names in Tamsui. In other words, Tamsui Port,
Hobe Village, Hobe Street and Hobe Port present the devel-
opmental process, from a trading port into an immigrant com-
munity (from a village to a street ), and then into a treaty port.
Since 1570s, Tamsui Port and Keelung Port were prominent in
the northern Taiwan. In the 17th century, as the the Age of Dis-
covery rose, the Spanish and the Dutch regarded Tamsui Port
as a stronghold of maritime trade. However, Tamsui Port did
not reach its flourishing time until Hobe Port was opened and
set up customs in 1860s. The establishment of Hobe Customs
was a significant event. Through abundant Chinese and West-
ern historical documents, the historical contours of Tamsui can
be portrayed and many interesting details can be discovered.

These enriched the history of Tamsui.

Keywords: Tamsui Port, Tamsui Inner Harbor, Hobe
Street, Hobe Customs, Hobe Foreign Customs
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