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Cultural Imagination under the Changes of Architecture and Land-
scape : Tamsui Textual Analysis of Mitsuru Nishikawa during Japa-

nese Colonial Rule
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Abstract

This study discusses Mitsuru Nishikawa’s literature work
about Tamsui. Mitsuru Nishikawa was a famous writer of Tai-
wanese literature during Japanese Colonial Rule. Among his
works, “Sulfur Exploitation” (published in 1942), “Princess
Chu-Chu” (published in 1935), “The Secret of Madam Liu”
(published in 1937), “Recollections” (featured in Pan, Summer
Collection, 1997), “The Emotions of a Journey in Summer”
(featured in Poetry of Mitsuru Nishikawa, 1982) in which he
wrote about Fort San Domingo, Red House, and the Tamsui
landscape. One of his legendary characteristics was to rewrite
Tamsui historical materials and integrate female images in
Tamsui space and architecture. Although his writing style was
famously soft, with female, ghost and romance, yet in his dis-
course on Tamsui, he proved to have a unique experience and
vision to share about what it was to live both in Japan and Tai-
wan. His articles and poems on Tamsui during Japanese Colo-
nial Rule give a first hand account about the geographical and
social changes of that time. On top of all that, his writings show
a unique exotic sense doubled with an extraordinary hometown
feeling.

Keywords : Mitsuru Nishikawa, She-Kay Ko, Tamsui,
Fort San Domingo, Tamsui Red House, Cultural Imagi-
nation
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