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TaDA EIKICHI Tada Eikichi was born in present-day Kobe,

Japan in 1864. As a renowned landowner, the
Eikichi family was devoted to charity and
public welfare. Tada Eikichi was no
exception. He kept the family tradition and
dedicated himself to public affairs.
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Tamsui Historical Museum, New Taipei City

Styles of door handles

Tada Eikichi came to Taiwan in 1897 and started various
business ventures. He later settled down in Tamsui where
his business started to grow. As a businessperson striving to
improve the local business environment and public welfare,
he served as Tamsui Township Head from March 1930 to
his resignation in September 1933.

In the beginning of Japanese rule, most Japanese who came
to Taiwan with bare hands and had to start from scratch.
Arriving with certain amount of capital proﬂting in ]apan,
Tada Eikichi set a rather unique example at the time. His
uniqueness could be observed through his continuous
devotion to the development of Tamsui, even in his late 70s.
When 1945 marked the end of World War I1, he eventually
returned to Kobe with his family.
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Builtin 1934 (Showa 9), the Former Residence of
Tamsui Township Head Tada Eikichi is one of
the few Japanese-style houses in Tamsui. The
cypress structure, the clapboard siding, the board
and batten ceiling, as well as black roof tiles are all
well-preserved. Designated as a historical site in

2005, the residence was renovated and open to
the public in July 2016.
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The Former Residence of Tamsui Township Head Tada Eikichi is located
on the top of a hill called Puding (HilH). During the jurisdiction the Qing
dynasty, disputes over this piece of land became frequent because of
unclear ownership and fraudulent leases. The disputes finally ended
during Japanese rule when the Office of the Governor-General of Taiwan,

the highest colonial authority in Taiwan, expropriated this piece of land.

After Tada Eikichi built his residence on this expropriated land in 1934,
he went on purchasing the land in 1937 just as its land category was

shifted from forest to construction.

Tada Eikichi and his family had lived here for 12 years until their return
to Japan in 1945 after World War I1.

The style of the residence is entirely Japanese without any Western-style
rooms. At the front of the building, the main entrance is centered with
windows on both sides. Towards the back, the residence gradually
becomes smaller with windows on nearly all sides. As a result, each room
is well ventilated with abundant natural lights. The design also helps to

preserve the wood structure and extend the service life of the building.

1. Kurumayose (Hi%¥)
Kurumayose is an entrance porch for
residents to getin or out of acar.

2. Genkan (&)

Genkan is a traditional Japanese entryway
area for a house. The primary function is
for removal of shoes before entering the
house.

3. Zashiki (%)

Zashiki is usually the most important
room in a traditional Japanese-style house.
It serves as the living room for recciving
guests.

4. Tsuginoma (X DIH])

Tsuginoma is master bedroom. It is the
second most important room next to
Zashiki in a traditional Japanese-style
house.

5. Shinjo (¥2/)
Shinjo is bedroom.

6. Daidokoro (517
Daidokoro is the kitchen. It is also called
katte (W5TF) or susjiba (JX=FY53) in Japanese.

7. Chanoma (ZXDIH])
Chanoma is the dining room usually
located beside the kitchen.

A. Engawa (E=310)

Engawa is a transition zone connecting
interior rooms and the outdoor garden,
enabling the house to open to the
surrounding landscape.

B. Oshiire (il A)

Oshiire is a closet used for storing
bedding. It is uniquely found in a
Japanese-style house.

C. Rouka (i F)
Rouka is a hallway or corridor within a
house connecting various rooms.

D. Furo (J&l{})

Furo is the bathroom.

E. Benjo & Senmenjo ((CTE =Y AR
Benjo & Senmenjo is the toilet and sink
respectively.



