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The purpose of this study is to discuss
the origins of the Eight-Settlement Da
Dao Gong Rituals of Tamsui and Sanzhi.
According to textual analysis, in the early
years of the reign of the Qing Dynasty
Xianfeng Emperor (1830s), there were
frequent and serious intercommunal
clashes in the Taipei Basin and Tamsui
area. This was the main temporal
background of and the main reason the
leader of the Tongan community in Tamsui,
Li Liang, set up the rotating worship
system. Li Liang’s intention was to enhance
the unity of Tongan people through rotating
worship so that they could counter the
“Sanyi people” ( from Jinjiang, Hui-an
and Nan-an counties in Quanzhou, Fujian
Province, China ) of the Linhe block. After
the Japanese Colonial Period ended, the
rotating worship system gradually became
a major force for bringing together different
local areas and ethnic groups.
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