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In the heyday of traditional performing
arts, every village would have at least
one music or opera group. They were
not profit-oriented and were about having
fun with friends and entertaining people;
performances would be voluntarily staged
when worship ceremonies for village
deities were held. In the period from the
Japanese Colonial Period to after WWII,
Tamsui had dozens of music, opera
and other performing groups, with not
just Beiguan music but also Nanguan,
Peking Opera, Chaozhou Opera, Gezai
Opera, Budai glove puppetry and Western
music performances staged alternately to
enthusiastic audiences on the streets of
Tamsui.
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