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Tamsui, a town neighbors mountain and sea, has been a ¢ Lhi"} ourists ik

to reside. [n Tamsui, the endless sca, sublime prospects, and romantic here endowe

making you forget the bothersome worldly affairs. After relaxing yourself, if you Want, go = ARSISRIOEke (1

charms of this town. =

No matter which alley you walk through, you will discover that old buildings built on the Five-Tiger-Hill are pouring
out the stories of foreigners from different countries in different age. They are talking about the history of colonial
periods and the exotic life-style. In addition to those occidental historic sites, the traditional food, local artifact shops,

and buskers will hypnotize you. As long as you walk into Tamsui, you will sense its magic power.

Just now, Mountain Guanyin, Tamsui River, historic sites, folklore, art, local food, exotic atmosphere, and local

inhabitants are waving their hands passionately and sincerely to welcome you.
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The development of Tamsui is a history of mixing western and eastern cultures. The splendid colonial history, cultural
heritages and ecologice{l environment enrich Tamsui a tourist attraction; and the multi-various local food and local
inhabitants’ real lives attract tourists. Walking alongside the riverbank and historic street, you will find old churches,
tegl-gl.es,__anti’qhe shops and modern buildings. The cqrexistence of old and new will impress you. A visit to Tamsui

will give you an unforgettable memory.
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THE FOLKLORE OF TAMSU]I
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Each age has its own story, and the construction of each building has its background. Similarly, each person has his/her
story, sad or joyous. Therefore, by means of words, photos, and oral history, the stories of outstanding figures, passage
of time and continuity of history are recorded. Now let us introduce Tamsui’s prominent figures, events and buildings

to you.
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A Historical Witness from Fort to Consulate

FORT SAN DOMINGO

Welcome to Fort San Domingo, one of the oldest buildings in Taiwan designated as a “First-grade” historic site by the Ministry
of Interior Affairs. The Fort was built by Dutch after their invasion of Taiwan Island during late Ming dynasty in the 17th century.
After the regimes of Koxinga and the Ch’ing dynasty, the jurisdiction of the Fort was returned to Republic of China by British
government in 1980. A visit to the Fort is like reading a 360-year-long history of Taiwan.

Location

Located on a northern hilltop by Tamsui town, previously a small fishing village in northern Taiwan, and at the mouth of the
Tamsui River, Fort San Domingo is strategically important, together with a breathtaking panorama of the river and the opposite
Mount Guanyin. Its unique location accounts for the Dutch people’s decision to build the fort, which is easy to defend but hard

to besiege.

The colonial force of western empires extended to the north of Taiwan in the early 17th century. Having conquered Keelung
in 1626 and then Tamsui in 1628, the Spaniards started their construction of Fort San Domingo for the sake of governing and
defense. In 1642, Dutch people set off from southern Taiwan and took over the fort from Spaniards. The Dutch then rebuilt the

main structure of the fort embodying the present scale.

In 1661, Koxinga(Zheng Cheng-gong) a general of late Ming dynasty, came to Taiwan and beat off the Dutch, who withdrew to
Keelung in 1664 and then completely left Taiwan in 1668. Then, Zheng focused his development project primarily on southern
Taiwan, leaving Fort San Domingo nearly deserted. In 1683, Zheng’s army came to Tamsui and started a renovation of the fort.
Again, in 1724(the Ch’ing dynasty), the fences and four gates were added to the fort, but only the southern gate can still be seen
today.

The Tamsui River was first used as a river harbor in 1860. The strategic importance of the harbor led the British government to
request a permanent lease of the fort from the Ch’ing dynasty in 1867. After a thorough renovation in 1868, Fort San Domingo

served as the British consulate throughout the Japanese colonial domination.

In 1950, the British government cut her diplomatic relations with the Republic of China and then closed the consulate in
1972. After that, Fort San Domingo was held in trust by Australia and the United States before it was formally returned to the
government of the R.O.C. on Jun 30, 1980. The fort was recognized as a first-grade historic site in 1983 and opened to public
on December 25, 1984, Starting on July 26, 2003, the Taipei County government has been responsible for the administration of
Fort San Domingo.



While building the fort in 1644, the Dutch people adopted an extraordinary way with brickwork, with the bricks laying crosswise
on one another. The bricks were thus embedded firmly. The width of the exterior wall is 15.25 m; the height, 12.8m; the thickness,
1.9m. The wall was laid with bricks and then covered with layers of stone outside, so that it was strong enough to resist cannon

attack. Windows were reduced to a minimum for the sake ot defense.

The British added two attics on the north-eastern and south-western corners of the roof. They served as watch towers with
rectangular embrasures. Around the four sides of the roof, parapets with embrasures were also built to cover soldiers shooting
outwards. The pointed roof might have been made of wood by Dutch and equipped with cannon for defense. A balcony was
added to the south by the British with bricks imported from Mainland China. Under the brick arch an embrasure and two

storerooms, along with other parapets, were built.

The second floor of the main building was divided into offices for the consul, the assistant consul, and the other staff members.
On the ground floor were four dungeons, and next to them was an open space divided into two parts: one for prisoners to take a

walk and the other for the kitchen and the bathroom. Those in jail were mostly British or sailors from other western countries.

The harbors of Anping, Kaohsiung, Tamsui, and Keelung were opened to international trade in 1860. At that time the British
government enjoyed the privilege of constructing a consulate in Kaohsiung and Anping respectively. In 1863 the British rented
Fort San Domingo from Ch’ing dynasty to be used as their consulate in Tamsui. In addition to taking care of the British people
in Taiwan, the consulate was mainly in charge of customs taxation, information collecting, and other international affairs. With
the soaring export of tea leaves and camphor products, the status of the Tamsui harbor was increasingly important. The British
government thus built the consul’s official residence on the east side of the fort in 1877. The British consulate was temporarily
closed during World War I1. Then in 1980, the consular residence along with Fort San Domingo was returned to the government

of the Republic of China.

The facade of the consular residence was distinguished by its Victoria style: red-brick structure, cloisters, an oblique roof, and
a high staircase. The delicate red bricks were said to be handmade and imported from Mainland China, and the lime material

between the layers of bricks was a mixture of oyster shells, sticky rice, and black sugar water, which made the brick firmly

consolidated after being dry. The front wall was decorated with twelve elaborately-made brick works, featuring the British

national flower and “VR 1891 (indicating the residence was built during the reign of Queen Victoria in 1891). All the rooms of
the residence were so well-furnished that they provided the consul and his family with a cozy and secure place to relax and enjoy

a traditional British lifestyle.
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PLATTERS OF DELICACY
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HISTORY OF TAMSUI CUSTOMS
OFFICER'S RESIDENCE
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ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES OF TAMSUI
CUSTOMS OFFICER'S RESIDENCE

In the period of British colonizing in Asia, a colonial architecture style was developed with the features of verandahs, uplifted
groundwork, French doors and windows and chimney. This kind of building with spacious verandah was called “bungalow,”
which means villa or mansion. As “the second home” for foreigners, it was expected to provide them with a touch of cozy
feeling. Therefore, inside a bungalow, there were a fireplace, a western style arch, a large yard, and excellent view from the
windows. The bungalows in Tamsui include the Ch’ing-Dynasty Taxation Officer’s Residence in Tamsui, the British Consular

Residence, and Mackay’s Former Residence.

The residence was located on Jenli St. in Buding, Tamsui. Since the walls of the building were painted white, it was also
nicknamed “the Little White House” by local inhabitants. The building paralleled with the foreground and forms a square
layout, which provided a splendid view of the Tamsui River and Mt. Buddha. Three 8-foot deep verandahs were set in the East,
West and South with arches on the facade; they served to keep strong sunlight outside and helped the interior stay cool and
soft-lighted. They also kept away the summer showers and provided a space for relaxation. Moreover, the sloping roof was
convenient for draining the rain-water, it also heightened the interior space. The stone groundwork was uplifted 3-foot high
which helped prevent humidity and added a touch of nobility. Stairs were thus needed for the uplift footing; they assisted to

lead the steps of visitors and emphasize the doorway. To accommodate verandah arches, wooden shutters were attached to every

window to adjust the sunlight. In addition, a spacious yard was designed for family gathering.
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- HUWEI FORT

Walk along the Fort trail

Huwei Fort
After the Sino-French War(1886),Governor Liu Ming-Chuan hired Lieutenant Max E. Hecht who was a German engineer to
build the Huwei Fort in western style for the coastal defense of Taiwan. The fort faces to the south with good covering and good

camouflage. On the main gate remains Governor Liu’s inscription,”’Bei-Men-Suo-Yao”,

Martyrs’ Shrine

The shrine is located beside the Huwei Fort. Completed in 1939,it was originally named Tamsui Shrine and worshipped the
Japanese emperor Mei-Jie. In 1974, the shrine was renovated into Chinese palace style and renamed as the Martyrs’Shrine of
Taipei County in honor of the martyrs who fought against the Japanese colonial regime. The site used to have columns of pine
trees in front of the shrine. You can hear the whispering of the pine while watching the scene of Mount Buddha. This is one of

the eight scenes of Tamsui, called “Lie-Cih-Song-Tao” (p.s. “Lie-Chi-Song-Tao” means Martyrs’ Shrine and pine wave.)

Tamsui Golf Course

In 1919, the first Taiwanese golf course was built on the hills at the river mouth of Tamsui, named “Tamsui Golf Course.” Local
people called it “Tamsui ball field.” Originally, it was a camp of the Ch’ing army, located east of the Huwei Fort. With six holes
at the beginning, the course was expanded gradually. During the World War II, the Japanese army built many ditches against the
tanks on this field. These ditches were covered and paved after the war. In 1979, the golf course was expanded to 27 holes and

ranked among the top 50 in the world.

Huwei Fort Park
Originally a part of the Tamsui Golf Course, occupying 4.5 hectors, it was designated as a park later on. The site is rich of green
forest and grass, serving as an ideal place for flying kites, playing Frisbee, and walking. In addition, there are two boardwalks

surrounded by natural beauty. You will learn the local ecology while walking on them.

Fisherman’s Wharf

The Taipei County Government established the second fishery harbor at Shalun, also called the “Fisherman’s Wharf.” Tt is a
multifunctional harbor, located at the right shore of Tamsui River. With the Mount Datun Ridge in the east, it faces the Mount
Buddha on the west, separated by Tamsui River. Here you can watch the famous sunset over Tamsui River or look out at the sea

along the shore. It has become a newly found attraction in the metropolitan area of Taipei.
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GREEN TAMSUI
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Aside to their grandeur and beauty, the touching legends and interesting ancedotes of historic sites are worthy to

investigate. Following the first volume, six historic sites will be introduced in this volume. A fter knowing the

stories of each historic site, you can have a tour of them, feeling the life-style and wisdom of ancient people.
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Natural vironment of Tamsui

Mountain, ri ver, sunset, artifacts, historic sites, old street, Local
food, and museum, it seems that your travel to Tamsui is full
and colorful. However, you might have a sense of lack, for
you nc&cl Tamsui’s exotic and multi-various Nature. Time
flies, but those beautiful flowers and prosperous trees planted

by foreigners still stand here. Now, slow down you steps,

flowers and trees are waiting for your discovery.
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Tam-uidis a town of multisvarious ejiltures. It has lots of cultural

heritages, traditional cvisine, exotie food and natural landscapes. Do

you have any ided about where tostan visiting Tamsui 2 1 not, we
plan theme tour, onesday toursand packa e tour for you. Just choose
whatever you like, and start 1o experieny o this faseinating fown,
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FALL SCENERY
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Tamsui, a small town near the sea, had been experienced multicultural shock and confronted
diverse colonial cultures. There are lots of special and unique food and drinks in Tamsui,
so you could have local cuisine and taste some exotic food in distinctive restaurants and
café. Also, you may discover new food that combines Eastern and Western cuisines and
spices, it will undoubtedly give you a surprising impression. Therefore, when you finish

visiting the beautiful views, do not forget to find the delicacy of Tamsui.
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Chinese food. Tanwanese lood. Euiopean food, Japanese [aod and™=s

Korean food, which one is yvour favorite? Actually. different places
have different eating & dmnking culture, Let us introduce some

theme restaurants w vou, and please enjoy them.
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Discovery of Local Cuisine
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“Local cuigine” for its literal meaning in Chimﬁgi'

delicious I¢
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_There are some special taste f

want to know much about Tamsul
and drinking culture.
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