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Tamsui is a historical place. Over many years, the old town has been given immortality
by people who devoted themselves both to the creative and cultural industry and|to: the
many historical sites. Through a combination of the old and new as well as the tradition
and modern in culture and art, the town has become prosperous.

On the publication of “Magic Tamsui Vol. 1V,” Tamsui Historic Sites builds important
connections between the revitalization of Tamsui's historical sites and life-oriented local
culture.

“Magic Tamsui” has long relied on people who love and care for Tamsui. Through articles
with diverse perspectives and revolutionary visions of histony, geography, humanities,
nature, and art, this publication offers readers rich material fo lection. The publication
reveals human affection for the land and the beauty of the surroundings. All the above are
magic points that attract travelers to gather in Tamsui.

Are you interested in the future of Tamsui? Put up your feetfand look through “Magic = =
Tamsui” co-written by authors who work in different fields. You Justimight discover a whole
new world. il VI '
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The wwnrequires not only the sites themselves, but also Wisitors with a desiie to explore them, Here you
may-enjoy distening tothistory thyimes, watchithe transformation of Puding baroque-style buildings, read (e
tales of divkan Street and dhongjian-Street; and commemorate the events whichhave taken'place in this old

place; this invaluable inheritance reminds us the invaluable nature ol history,
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The longest river running through Tamsui is the Gongsitian River (15 km in total length) which
originates in Datun Mountain and meets the sea near Gangziping north of Shalun Beach. In the view
from alongside Gongsitian River, the exotic villas and residential area of Danhai New Town will soon
be spread over the plain and even reach Datun Mountain. The vast area stretches boundlessly toward
the skyline.

It was formerly believed that the name "Gongsitian"was borrowed from the Dutch East India Company.
when the Dutch employed Han Chinese to cultivate and farm, and provided food for the their troops
encamped here. (In Chinese, "gongsi” means "company" and "tian" means "farm.") However,
Professor Weng Jiayin, historian of Taiwan history, notes that "gongsi" is one of the earlier forms of
business partnerships organized by the Han Chinese during the Qing dynasty. Therefore, the name
"Gongsitian® is proof that the Han Chinese used partnership arrangements in cultivation during early
times.

In 2000, Gongsitian Bridge has been designated as a county historic monument. The preserved
items on the bridge include ancient stone plates and an inscription on the stale reading "Rebuilding
of Gongsitian Bridge" dating to 1862. These ancient stone plates were made of andesite with clear
artificial carvings. Some of the letters engraved on the stale "Rebuilding of Gongsitian Bridge"
have already become illegible due to erosion by wind and rain over time. However, in general, the
inscription is still readable. According to the inscription, it can be assumed that Gongsitian Bridge was
already built during the Reign of Emperor Jiaging of Qing Dynasty. The bridge was then repeatedly
destroyed by flood and constant typhoons. As a result, the inhabitants decided to rebuild the bridge in
1862. The donors to the project include aristocrats such as Lin Benyuan from Bangiao and Chen Yue
Ji ("the Chen Family") from Taipei, proving the importance of transport on the bridge during that time.

Downstream close to the estuary, one bicycle trail is under construction, and its destination will be
the Danhai New Town. Many visitors come to the old Shalun Beach to watch the splendid sunset,
and to enjoy the Cuban Bast (Hibiscus Tiliaceus) and Screw Pine (Thatch Pandanus). The legends of
the area are all left to the past, and only the Gongsitian Riverbank which has been renewed through
“ecological engineering" has been left to silently tell the stories to future generations.
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Build a Dream of Sounds

The Earth Music is located in Jhuwei Studio near the bicyle path, and is operated by Sunson Arts.
The studio has both a performance and educational function, and theater production has already
been going on for 10 years. The studio has begun work in schools in the past few years, making
The Earth Music a foundation for dreams.

Through the establishment of “Sunson Theatre” and subsequent performing tours, Wu Jhong Liang,
Art Director, has taken every opportunity to collect musical instruments and to “make friends through
musical instruments.” After more than a decade, almost 200 different musical instruments have
finally found their home in the studio. Moreover, all of the furniture and instruments in “The Earth
Music” are very “hands-on.” Drums of different sizes are stacked together to form an “instrument
tree” which symbolizes the strength of primitive beats and embodies the spirit of The Earth Music.

Space for Multiple Arts in Growth

Exotic concerts are held on Saturday nights, where people come to rock and roll in the studio space,
and where the audience is only one step away from the performers. Instruments of different types
and appearance meet to create an exciting “mixed” music style. The Earth Music also provides
schools and enterprises with world music experiential workshops, such as introduction to music
instruments of the world, instrument construction, and drumming techniques. From time to time, Fire
Drum Nights are held where artists and audience warm up and dance deep into the night.

The Earth Music is a centerpiece for the Sunson Studio. Through the passion of the public and
the idealism of artists, Sunson has become a part of the local beauty of Tamsui. We hope that
small-scale acts and non-mainstream music are able to find their voices here and that live music
is heard and touched. At the same time, we hope that the general public will be able to explore the
variety of musical sounds. After all, different cultures express the feelings of its people through the
performance of musical sound.

Address: No. 39, Lane 88, Sec. 2, Jhonjheng East Road, Tamsui Township, Taipei County
Tel:02-28095885 Website: www.sunsontheatre.com
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In Tamsui, it is just as important to get a taste for the culture as it is to sample the local food.

Here we present you with the delicious “cuisine of culture.” In our traditional menu, you will find the story
of George Leslie Mackay and explore the British/French/Japanese colonial history; while in our modern
selections, you will find many new things to satisfy your appetite.
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Origins
In 1883, France attempted to colonize Vietnam, the close ally of the Qing Dynasty, caused the
suzerainty dispute between..China..and..France...The..suzerainty..dispute eventually led to war in

1984.

The French War Turmoi-The Course of the War in Taiwan

War provoked by the French spread from Vietnam to Taiwan. By getting control of Keelung and
Tamsui, the French troops thought their indemnity would be guaranteed. French Prime Minister
Jules Ferry stated clearly that “Among all the options, Formosa is the best payment guarantee.
The island can be easily defended without entailing huge expenses”. Keelung, Tamsui, and
Penghu therefore became major naval battlefields of the two countries.

Tamsui—A harbor with military importance in the northern Taiwan

Tamsui, the gateway of Taipei, has been an important historical and cultural town in Taiwan from
the ancient times. Opening Tamsui Harbor to international commerce made it the largest trading
port in Taiwan, and brought it onto the international stage. During the Sino-French War, occupying
the important trading ports had always been the principal goal of the French diplomatic and military
policies. It was a matter of course for the French to want to have Tamsui in their grasp.

Chinese defense measures

1. Blocking the port with rocks and placing water mines: “To defend Taipei, Tamsui Harbor must be
held. Lose Tamsui Harbor, and we lose Taipei” Liu Mingchuan decided.

2. Building a defense wall: Prominent citizens in Tamsui donated huge amounts of money to hire
local residents to construct a defense wall in a short time. The defense wall was steep-sloped, and
therefore was easy to defend and difficult to attack at.

Shalun landing. Tamsui battlefield tour
On 8 October 1884, the French troops landed at Shalun under the cover of their warships. The
Chinese troops lured the enemy deep into marshes and dense forest with territorial advantage.

Ay MAGIC TAMSU] CULTUR: sece——



The French military’s superior firepower was thereby negated. In less than four hours, the French
fled back to their ships. The battlefield stretches from today's Tamsui Tian Sheng Elementary
School to Shalun Bathing Beach'’s parking lot.

Blockade of Taiwan
When the battles in Keelung and Tamsui reached a deadlock, the Paris city government agreed to
a “peaceful blockade” of Taiwan.

End of the war

On 9 June 1885, Li Hongzhang and French minister Jules Patendtre signed a substantive peace
treaty in Tianjin, which ended the dispute between France and China. Two days later, Admiral
Courbet died of illness. On 21 June, the French began to withdraw, and the last troop left Taiwan
on 4 August.

The armed engagement served as a catalyst to make Taiwan a province.

The Sino-French War changed Taiwan’s traditional status as a frontier to the Qing government.
It also underwent structural changes simultaneously in the areas of politics, military, society, and
economics. In September of 1887, Taiwan officially became a province and Liu Mingchuan, who
served as its first governor, promoted the comprehensive building of Taiwan’s infrastructure.

Exhibition Date: Nov. 11th, 2008~ Oct. 25th, 2009. (Closed on Mondays)

Exhibition Venue: Tamsui Historic Sites (Tamshui Custom'’s Officer's Residence, 2nd Floor)
Address: No. 1, Ln. 28, Zhongzeng Rd., Tamsui Township, Taipei County

Tel: (02) 2623-1001
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Features of the Tamsui Local Cultural Festival
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Tamsui has always been a place where writers like to get together. And good scenery inspires
creativity and attracts many artists. So with its abundant cultural resources, the Tamsui Local
Culture Festival feature is a first pick for many such creative people. The 2009 Taipei County
Tamsui Art Festival began with a fun and colorful carnival. From February to September, 2009,
residents and schools will be producing different shows in Tamsui Town Hall while keeping
complete records of the development. By May, the performance format and stage sets for five
districts in Tamsui were established and three workshops by masters were completed. Content

included music, dance and style.

Five districts are developing their own features:

|. The Datuen River Area: uses Datuen Amusement Park as the main theme.

Il.The Greater Zhuwei Area: presents the past and the future of Zhuwei through the theme of
exploration.

l11.0cean Culture Area: explores the Sino-French War and the meaning of peace.

IV.Han Culture Area: explores the life energy of Han culture.

V.Mountain and Sea Area: presents a conversation between the mountains, as it symbolizes the

relationship between man and the environment.

Artists will visit five districts and establish workshops whether they will engage with the community
and create art together. The program is designed to encourage residents to identify with Tamsui

and enriches residents’ lives.

The “Si A Fan” environment theater which uses the Sino-France War as a backdrop is another
high point of the Art Festival. The show will be performed on October 10 and 11 by about 400
people. Huwei Cannon Park acts as the stage, and the performance includes the combined efforts
of five professional groups: the Golden Bough Theatre, Sunson Theatre, Genio Dance, Uhan Shii
Theatre Group and Teenager Performing Arts League. In addition to professional groups, public
service units work closely with street troupes and marketing units to bring the dance out on the
streets.

.Participation by the public is always emphasized in all local culture projects, which proves to be

a very demanding task. The 2009 Taipei County Tamsui Art Festival is held through community
participation. The event has been accomplished for the time by bringing junior high and elementary
schools, community residents and artists together in what will become a sustainable operation
model for festivals.

British specialist on “creative cities” Charles Landry has observed that it really is the invisible
software which makes a city great. A productive connection with the arts which will fulfill Tamsui’s
potential has much further room for development, but we are beginning with the first small steps.
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The old streets are slow and sloping, with lots of winding ups and downs. Stories are hidden in every
corner. You will always bump into something new when you walk around, You are sure to fall in love with
the museum around the next street corner. However, there is no need to rush. You must learn to experience
things slowly. Only then will you share the sudden amazement with your family and friends!
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See You on the Street Corner: The Tamsui Street Corner Museum
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The Street Corner Museum Project is a subproject of the District Cultural Asset Preservation
and Vitalization Project engineered by the Council for Cultural Affairs, Executive Yuan and is
implemented by the Tamsui Culture Foundation under the auspices of Tamsui Historic Sites.
Tamsui Street Corner Museums is the first private museum in Taiwan, having combined 20 stores
and cultural corners on the Old Street in Tamsui. Tamsui Street Corner Museums refers to stores
or art exhibition spaces that are artistic, historical, public, local, or cultural in nature. The result is a
unique but affordable miniature museum. The owners strongly identify with local culture and strive
to tell the story of the Old Street by bringing together historic sites, local industry and ecology. The
initiative makes the Old Street into a “life corner museum” where the public can explore old things
while enjoying a pleasant walk.

There are 23 members of the Tamsui Street Corner Museum group. The museum is divided into
four categories which include the creative and cultural industry, parent-child waterside, east-
west exchange, and art culture groups. Each group elects a culture neighborhood official to act

as a leader of the group. The leader assists other members in the group and provides tourism
information services.
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Through a 3-level network which includes the Tamsui Historic Sites, the shop group, and the group
members, Tamsui Street Corner Museums are able to make a museum out of local culture. It is
the hoped that historical buildings on Old Street may be preserved and reused in this way, and
that local tourism industry will be reinvigorated. This new model of a regional museum carefully
combines the preservation of a historical street, sightseeing, and cultural development. Through
the implementation of the project, each street corner has become full of ideas and creativity.
Everyone is welcome to visit.

Website: www.tshs-museum.com.tw
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What will you buy 1o Keep your mematies alier visiting Timsur's histoneal sites or old sticets? Photography,
wilts. puppels o souvenirs with locil features? Let's go have o look at the novelties being sold in the
souvenit shops! You will have ta be fast or other austomers will take vour best choice!
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The Beauty of Fort San Domingo :The Tamsui Historic Site Gift Shop
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Hidden amidst the brick buildings, the gift shop can only be found by the fresh scent of handmade
soap. Of course, you can also let the big squirrels hopping on the green grass lead the way!

Walking into the store, you will feel like you are entering a 17th century European court with
a Baroque-style chandelier hanging from the ceiling and ancient carved wooden decorations
sitting around. The family crest featuring intertwined roses and thistles, or the miniature Fort San
Domingo models, tell of the glory days of old Huwei Harbor. The old cannons and majestic ancient
fort are now miniaturized and placed among merchandise and books on the shelves, and are just
waiting to take you back to the Tamsui of the great navigation era.

Walking out of the store, a unique green mailbox can be seen. Affix postage to the wooden
postcard with pictures printed on it of Fort San Domingo and Little White House and seared with
custom designed memento seal. Simply put the card into the mailbox and a friend will receive a
most unique gift from you. “Memo” clips, post cards from the “The Beauty of Historic Interests — the
Photo Contest Collection,” A-Yuan momento handmade soap...etc. are all featured merchandise
in the gift shop. Remember to stop by when you visit Fort San Domingo and stock up on some
treasures from the Fort San Domingo glory days.

Address: No. 1, Lane 28, Zhong Zheng Road, Tamsui Township, Taipei County
Hours: 9:30 ~ 17:30, Tuesday to Sunday
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Tamsuilis anold towi full of scenery and culture. For thousands of years; the shimmery. Tamsui River, pictutesque
Guanyin Mountain, majestic Patun Mountainzandirolling hills have attracted talent and artists to stay and spread theit
mullicultural’influences, Tamsui is definitely a promisediland: To better understand'the local charactets, we encourage
youl o stay fora while and learm more about the stories behind theiricontributions!
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You may plan a special-interest tour for yoursel D Mark the places and roules you wish o go ta on the map.
There is no need to rush about. Try to enjoy the little enjoyments in cach visit, If you do (his, you wibl find
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